
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Dear Parents, 
 
Springtime is buzzing with fun at Faith Preschool. The children are loving the warmer weather and the 

opportunities it brings for outdoor play and enriched experiences. Play is so important in a child's early 

childhood education. These are reasons why according to the NAEYC research. 
  
1. Children learn through their play. 
Don’t underestimate the value of play. Children learn and develop: 
 
cognitive skills – like math and problem solving in a pretend grocery store 
physical abilities – like balancing blocks and running on the playground 
new vocabulary – like the words they need to play with toy dinosaurs 
social skills – like playing together in a pretend car wash 
literacy skills – like creating a menu for a pretend restaurant 
 
2. Play is healthy. 
Play helps children grow strong and healthy. It also counteracts obesity issues facing many children today. 
 
3. Play reduces stress. 
Play helps your children grow emotionally. It is joyful and provides an outlet for anxiety and stress. 
 
4. Play is more than meets the eye. 
Play is simple and complex. There are many types of play: symbolic, socio dramatic, functional, and 

games with rules-–to name just a few. Researchers study play’s many aspects: how children learn through 

play, how outdoor play impacts children’s health, the effects of screen time on play, to the need for recess 

in the school day. 
 
5. Make time for play. 
As parents, you are the biggest supporters of your children’s learning. You can make sure they have as 

much time to play as possible during the day to promote cognitive, language, physical, social, and 

emotional development. 
 
6. Play and learning go hand-in-hand. 
They are not separate activities. They are intertwined. Think about them as a science lecture with a lab. 

Play is the child’s lab. 
 
 

 



 

 

7. Play outside. 
Remember your own outdoor experiences of building forts, playing on the beach, sledding in the winter, or 

playing with other children in the neighborhood. Make sure your children create outdoor memories too. 
 
8. There’s a lot to learn about play. 
There’s a lot written on children and play. There are NAEYC articles and books about play at NAEYC.com. 

David Elkind’s The Power of Play (Da Capo, 2007 reprint) is also a great resource. 
 
9. Trust your own playful instincts. 
Remember as a child how play just came naturally? Give your children time for play and see all that they 

are capable of when given the opportunity. 
 
10. Play is a child’s context for learning. 
Children practice and reinforce their learning in multiple areas during play. It gives them a place and a 

time for learning that cannot be achieved through completing a worksheet. For example, in playing 

restaurant, children write and draw menus, set prices, take orders, and make out checks. Play provides 

rich learning opportunities and leads to children’s success and self-esteem. 
 
Have a super Spring Break with your child and family. Rest and enjoy playing when you can.  
 
Happy Spring! 
 
Beverly Sims 
School Director 
Faith Preschool & Kindergarten 
2200 N. Meridian Road 
Tallahassee, Fl  32303 
(850) 385-0725 
Bev1236833@aol.com 
www.faithpreschooltally.org 
faithpreschool@embarqmail.com 
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Classroom News 

 
 
 

Two Year Olds with Mrs. Browning and Mrs. Phillips 

 
 

Spring is in the air! We had a busy month in February with our “bears” unit. We were excited for our bears 

to wake up from their hibernation and enjoy berries, goldfish and honey teddy grahams with them! The 

children were SO excited to tell their bears what happened in our class and in their homes while they were 

asleep! March is the start of Spring and new life. We will begin our “spring and Easter” unit, learning about 

the changing season and how that brings life to plants and animals. We will learn about how life begins for 

most living creatures, with an egg! Our sensory bin is full of baby chicks, eggs, nests and rice for 

scooping! Not only will we discuss new life in God’s creatures, but also in is son, Jesus and why we 

celebrate Easter. The class has already started working on some special gifts for our awesome Dads! Our 

Donuts for Dads will be on March 26th and 27th at 8:45am in our classroom.  Look for a formal invitation 

soon! Have a restful and relaxing spring break from March 16th-23rd. 
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Two Year Olds with Mrs. Pearson and Mrs. VanIddekinge 

 
 

March brings an exciting month to our class.  We’ll be learning all about pond life.  One of the favorite art 

activities that the children love to do is painting with (plastic) worms!  They love to pretend the worms are 

slithering into the mud.  Pond life is so much fun.  We learn about the animals that live in and near the 

pond. 
February brought us a lot of love, cards and candy!  Thank you for making it special.  We also learned 

about community helpers and how each job in our community was important.  Transportation and big 

construction equipment was an added bonus to our unit.  Doctors was their favorite dramatic play 

area.  They loved giving shots to their friends (teachers too), taking blood pressure, and listening to 

everyone’s heart beat.  Maybe one day we’ll have a doctor from our class.  A big hug to our home room 

mother’s Malena Allison and Michele Kiker for providing the materials for our red light snack.  The children 

made eatable stop signals during snack, it was a big hit!  We’re sure all our parents have enjoyed their 

back seat drivers - saying red on top means stop, yellow in the middle, slow down a little and green on 

the bottom means go man go! Wishing you all a safe and fun filled Spring Break! 

 

 
  

Three Year Olds with Mrs. Williams and Ms. Fannin   
 
 

Our Valentine’s Party was a blast!  The children had fun delivering their valentine’s to their classmates - 

thank you parents for having a lovely party with a tasty snack.  The children have been very interested in 

learning about forest wildlife and the animals that we might find, even in our own backyard.  We have 

talked about making sure that we look out for these animals – this world is their home, too! Our first week 

into March, we will be talking about our dads and how important they are in our lives.  We will also be 

learning about farm animals as well as what life is like, “down on the farm”.  We will be learning about all 

of the ways we use cows’ milk – we are going to make our own butter and have a sample of ice cream. On 

Wednesday, March 4th at 9:15 in the sanctuary, our class will be performing Jonah and the Whale for 

chapel.  You will not want to miss this cute play!  On Friday, March 13th we will have “Do-nuts with Dad” 

in our classroom at 8:30.  All dads – be sure to put this on your calendar! Have a wonderful, safe Spring 

Break! 

 
 

Three Year Olds with Mrs. Durham and Mrs. Larkin  
 
 

Thank you all for joining us for our art reception, and exploring the world with our art show! Our world 

travelers have put together an amazing collection of their international art, and it was a delight sharing it 

with our families and school community. Hopefully your child can tell you a few facts about each of the 

seven continents! Special thanks to Rachel (Audrey’s mom), for making sweet banana sushi with the kids, 

it was a huge hit. The children also had the opportunity to try several other international foods, including 

cinnamon mandarin oranges (from Africa), and a traditional Chinese New Year cracker. Along with tasting, 

Kevin’s mom (Jing), shared a traditional Chinese New Year Song and book with our class. We were 

honored to learn a piece of their culture! We loved learning all the ways we are both alike and different 

with all of God’s children around the world. 
 
Our Valentine’s day pizza party and heart hunt was a success, and we so appreciate Lindsey (Knox’s 

mom), Alexa (Dante’s mom), Julie (Audrey Jane’s mom), and Emily (Clark’s mom) for all the work and 

supplies to make it happen! 
 



March is blooming with the signs of spring, and we will be learning about life on the farm, as well as in the 

garden. Our class will be performing a “Palm Sunday” presentation at chapel on April 1st, at 9:15. We 

would love for you to join us! 
 
This month we are learning about the color purple (morado), the number 8 (ocho), and the rhombus (kind 

of like a kite)! Be on the lookout for more details about our Farmers marker and Spring planting day 

coming at the end of the month! We hope everyone has a safe and rejuvenating spring break! 
 

 
 

Four Year Olds with Mrs. Fannin and Mrs. Roberts  
 
 

Happy March!! What a busy month we have planned for our growing Pre-K angels!  We begin the month 

with a study of Dr. Seuss!! The children will hear many of his entertaining books, create some Seussical 

art projects and learn all about rhyming words and word families! March also finds us doing an exciting 

study of Safari Animals of Africa!  The children will be learning all about the animals that live out on the 

African Savannah and we will be going on a Safari on Friday, March 27th to seek and find zebras, 

elephants, tigers, giraffes and even lions!  Can’t wait to see them all dressed up and looking for the wild 

animals that live out on the Savannah! We will send more information after Spring Break.  Our Letter 

Study continues with the letters – U, V, W & X.   We appreciate all of your diligent help at home with the 

letter homework – the children are doing so well with letter and sound recognition! We are beginning to 

put sounds together to make words and words together to make sentences! Reading is just around the 

corner for our sweet little ones…Have a wonderful and restful Spring Break and as always, thanks for 

sharing your delightful children with us each day. 
 

 
 

Four Year Olds with Mrs. Mott-Smith and Mrs. Inserra 
  

March is definitely coming in like a lion as we finished a study on Dinosaurs. We’ve had such fun 

hammering out our dinosaur fossils and being paleontologists whenever we had the chance. We’ve 

examined bones, read many books and have danced the Dinosaur Stomp almost everyday. Our dinosaur 

books should be a fun remembrance of a timeless week. We now move into our observation of birds, and 

not a bit too soon, as the Eastern Bluebirds have begun nesting in our bluebird house. Please help us 

reinforce the importance of not getting too near the box. We have our fingers crossed there will be babies. 

Our watercolor bird books will be bound and be coming home soon. 
Wild Animals will follow as we finish up before spring break. A unit on The Farm and Garden will complete 

our busy month. Our letters are R, S, T and U. Looking forward to seeing everyone at the Trike 

A Thon on March 11 at 9am. Bring a riding toy and helmet if possible. 
 

 

 
 

Four Year Olds with Mrs. Christiansen and Mrs. Williams 
  

Spring has surely sprung, what an exciting time of year! We will spend March covering letter U, V, W, and 

X. Our units of study will be Dr. Seuss, rhyming, word families, the garden, and bugs! We will have a 

gardening day towards the end of the month and ask that each student bring in a flower to be planted. We 

will send home more information after spring break.  We hope you make plans to join us for our Trike-a-

thon on Wednesday, March 11th.  Monies raised will go towards scholarships. The Lucky Goat coffee truck 

will be here, along with baked good for sale. We are asking that you send in a bike, or something for your 

child to scoot around in, and a helmet.   
Spring break is March 16th-23rd.  We’ll see you back at school on Tuesday, March 24th. 
Let us know if you have any questions, and as always, thank you for all you do! 



 

 
Kindergarten with Mrs. Hamrick and Mrs. McConnaughhay  

 
3-2-1, Blast off! Kindergarten has been “out of this world” the past few weeks! They have been studying 

all about the planets and Space. They have each made a Space book with the facts about the planets. 

They have also learned so much information about the moon, the sun, constellations, and the stars. On 

March 6th, Kindergarten will share all of their knowledge about Space with family and friends during the 

Space program. After Spring break, Kindergarten will be learning about Cowboys and will have a special 

“Cowboy Round-Up” at the end of the month for all of the Dads! In Math, they have been working hard 

learning about money, which is a favorite for our Kindergartners! 

 
 

Music with Mrs. Cooke 
 

We really are flying through the months this year and I have thoroughly enjoyed teaching your children! 

Hopefully they have begun to develop a love and appreciation for music in one or several ways! They have 

grasped our music concepts so well and continue to explore new ways to express themselves through 

playing, moving, and singing together. Believe it or not we'll be starting to work on our Spring Program in 

just a few short weeks. But in the meantime we have a handful of chapels left! Our last one was super fun 

as we talked all about kindness. We even learned a "kindness cheer" that I'm hoping they can remember 

for years to come. Our next chapel is this Wednesday, March 4th and Mrs. Williams and Ms. Fannin's 3 

year olds will be leading us in the story of Jonah and the Whale. As always feel free to join us for our 

special chapel days. I have challenged every age group to be thinking of how music makes them feel, 

think or what it makes them do. We even made a collage of different words and phrases for my classroom 

so they can remember what we came up with. Some popular answers were that music makes us "feel 

good', makes us "worship God", "tell stories", "move", and "sing". It was such a fun exercise and they are 

becoming more and more aware of how music works or enhances different occasions. We're moving on to 

exploring music around the world as we hear the sounds of different countries and global celebrations! 
 

 
 

Faith Presbyterian Church News 

 
 

A Prayer Workshop for 4 year old VPK and Kindergartners is March 29 during Sunday School (9:30-10:15 

a.m.) in Room 206. This workshop is to introduce some fun ways for parents to pray with their 4 and 5 

year olds. It is also designed to give the children tools to pray on their own. One parent/guardian is asked 

to come with their child for this workshop. Please RSVP to Mary by Sunday, March 22. 
Vacation Bible School is June 15-19. Mark your calendars! 
Please feel free to contact me with any questions. 

 
Peace, 
Mary Steen 
Director of Christian Education for Children  
mary@faithpcusa.org 
 

 

Preschool Announcements 

 
2020-2021 Faith Preschool Registration 

Registration is going well.  There are still a few 3 year old spots left so please let your family and friends 

know if they are still considering preschool for next year.  You will be receiving your contract in the mail at 

the end of this week.  Thank you for returning it by April 1. 
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Dates to Remember! 
 
 

Wednesday, March 11 - Trikathon and Coffee pickup 
Monday, March 16 - Monday, March 20 Spring Break and TPD Monday 23 
Wednesday, April 1 - Chapel 9:15 
Thursday, April 2 - FAMILY FUN NIGHT After School ends at 4:00 
Monday, April 6 -Staff Meeting No Lunch Bunch 
 
Wednesday, April 8 - Chapel Church Sanctuary 9:15 
Friday, April 10 and Monday, April 13 - No School Good Friday and Easter Monday 
Tuesday, April 14-Friday, April 17 - Teacher Appreciation Week 
Friday, April 24 - Sunday, April 26 Mrs. Sims Retirement Celebrations  
Wednesday, April 29 - Chapel 9:15 
 
Monday, May 4 - Staff Meeting No Lunch Bunch 
Wednesday, May 6 - Spring Programs 2s at 9:30 and 3s,4s, and Kindergarten 11:00 
Wednesday, May 13 - VPK Graduation 11:30 
Friday, May 15 - Last day for LB or SNP 
Tuesday, May 19 - Last Day of School 
Monday, June 1-Friday, June 12 - Faith Preschool Summer Camp 9-12 
Monday, June 15–Friday, June 19 - Faith Presbyterian Church VBS 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Happy Birthday Celebrations! 
 

Beth Christiansen March 5 

Morgan Durham March 14 
Jerrod Brown March 14 

 
Please help make them feel special on their birthday  
with a homemade card or flower from your garden. 

 

 
 



 

 

 Trike-A-Thon News! 
 

Since 1960, Faith Presbyterian Preschool & Kindergarten has served the Tallahassee community by 

providing high-quality early childhood education to nearly 8,000 students. The mission of Faith 

Presbyterian Preschool & Kindergarten is to serve all God's children as an educational ministry of Faith 

Presbyterian Church by following the path of Christ. For the past 60 years, Faith Presbyterian Preschool & 

Kindergarten has been an educational leader in our community by providing a curriculum that fosters the 

development of the whole child socially, emotionally, intellectually, physically, and spiritually. 
 
In order to continue to provide these excellent educational opportunities to our Faith families and 

Tallahassee community, we are seeking to raise funds to support student scholarships through the TRIKE-

A-THON. Please join us on Wednesday, March 11 for a morning of FELLOWSHIP, FUNDRAISING & FUN 

with our students, families & staff! Starting at 8:30am, we'll have a Breakfast Bake Sale & coffee from the 

Lucky Goat Coffee Brew Bus. The races will begin at 9:00am (beside the playground) and will conclude by 

10:00am. Come out to cheer on our students!  
 
In addition, the Tallahassee Police Department will be participating by educating our students on bicycle 

and public safety topics during the school day. They will also provide the opportunity to create Child ID 

kits for our students onsite. 
 
We welcome you to share this fundraising link via email or social 

media. https://faithpreschooltally.rallyup.com/faithtrikeathon 
 

Donors can also text to donate - text "FAITHTRIKEATHON" to 855-202-2100. If donors prefer to 
donate with a check, please make payable to Faith Presbyterian Preschool and include "TRIKE-A-
THON" in the memo line. Please hand-deliver checks to the Preschool office, or mail to Faith 

Presbyterian Preschool & Kindergarten, 2200 North Meridian Road, Tallahassee, FL 32303.  

 
We are incredibly grateful to have supporters, like you, to make top-quality education a possibility in our 

community. With your support, we will impact our community in a lasting way. Thank you! 
   

 
 

 

Trike-A-Thon Tips 
                                                                                                                                 
*All students will be participating. 
 
*Bring your child’s trike and helmet, scooter, wagon or riding toy. 
 
*Parents park in front and walk their child’s trike or riding toy to the designated area in the back parking 

lot. 
 
*Parents will take their riding toy home with them following the Trike-a-Thon.  
 
*8:30-10:00- Breakfast & finger baked goodies will be for sale-cash only- in the back area. 
 
*Lucky Goat Brew Bus will be available in the back area by the basketball 

court.                                                                Lucky Goat coffee sales will be distributed here too. 
 
* Bring smiles to be shared by all. 
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Family Fun Night Fundraiser 

Thursday, April 2, 2020 

Faith Preschool & Kindergarten 

At 5:30 p.m. 

 

 

We can't wait to celebrate Family Fun Night on Thursday, April 2nd, 

with all of our Faith Preschool & Kindergarten families! We hope that 

you will join us from 5:30-7:00 PM for games, fellowship, and a 

bounce house in addition to our raffle drawings, on-site silent auction 

as well our online silent auction. Funds raised will help us with 

improvements to our playground and school! 
 

 
If you wish to donate an item to one of the classroom baskets for the 

raffle, there will be a box in each classroom to donate your item by 

Thursday, April 4th. Raffle tickets will cost $5 each or $20 for five (5) 

tickets. 
 

An order form will be sent home closer to the event should you wish to 

pre-order dinner. Our menu will include a large rectangular cheese or 

pepperoni pizza from Centrale, cookies from SoDOUGH Baking Co. and 
drinks (soft drinks, juice and/or water) for $20. A special thank you to 

Faith parent, Lauren Poulos, Managing Partner of SoDOUGH for helping 

us with our menu! 
 

Share your business and become a Family Fun Night Sponsor! 

The preschool is looking for sponsors to help cover the costs of 

operating our Family Fun Night. If you or your family or business 

would like to be a sponsor please contact the preschool office. The 

business or sponsor logo/name will be included in the newsletter, on 

the school face book page and on a banner to be displayed on the 

playground fence and out front during the Family Fun Night event. 
 
 

Faith Preschool & Kindergarten 

 (850) 385-0725  

2200 N. Meridian Road  

Tallahassee, Florida  32303 

faithpreschool@embarqmail.com 

 

mailto:faithpreschool@embarqmail.com

