
 

 

Happy New Year! 

2020 

We are starting the year off with lots of excitement and joy.  January is "Preschool Registration" time and parent tours will begin this 

month along with parent conferences, and a renewed inspiration to make each day count with love and joy. A registration packet 

will go home with your child in the next few weeks and we hope all of you are returning to Faith Preschool for another great school 

year together. The Director Search Committee will also begin interviews for the director position. So exciting!! 

February will bring teacher/classroom observations, teacher/administrator evaluations and continuing education opportunities. Our 

parenting classes will begin on Friday, February 28th and I'm hoping to secure a guest speaker,  to speak to our school, & possibly 

the church and community about Becky Bailey's-Conscious Discipline in late February or March. We will also host our 1st ever Lucky 

Goat fundraiser to go with our Trike a thon, so look for those details coming soon. 

Parents will often ask me what or how they can be a better parent in the new year? Raising Kids is not always easy and doesn't come 

with an instruction book. Consistency is the key word and using prayer, faith and making God real to your children always helps, yet 

often requires large investments of time. Even during external circumstances, tragedy, times of struggle or rough spots along the 

way, the lessons learned can prove to be cherished treasures. Now that my children are all grown with families of their own, I wish 

that I knew then what I know now and have learned along the way. Our parents at Faith are “extraordinary” examples of healthy 

and faithful parenting. However, all of us need role models, examples or inspiration to keep us going. 

There is real importance in giving your child the gift of yourself. Children “Need our presence more than our presents.”  We have 

only the present time to be with and teach our children virtues and values. 

When our children are small it can be somewhat difficult and intimidating to look down the road toward the teenage years and 

wonder how our families will ever survive. Rest Assured, if we invest this time by:  

 

1. Nurturing our personal relationship with God 

2. Investing quality time to our marriage/spouse 

3. Embracing our children in all that we do through God, help with family and friends, partnerships with teachers, then: 

we will grow right along with our children, 

God will be there for us and our children, 

the teen years will be great years, 

and we will not have to worry so much thus, 

leaving time to enjoy and embrace our God-given journey throughout life. 

 



Friends are flowers in the garden of life. Thank you for letting me walk through your garden. We are looking forward to a great new 

year in 2020. 

 

Sincerely, 

Beverly Sims 

Preschool Director 

Faith Preschool & Kindergarten 

Bev1236833@aol.com 

(850) 385-0725 

 

 

Class News! 

 

Two year Olds with Mrs. Browning & Mrs. Phillips 

Happy New Year! We are excited to get back into the swing of things in our classroom and to start our new unit. In the 

month of January, we are learning about all things “winter”. This season is so much fun; we will be playing with “snow” 

and ice in our sensory bins and making banana snowmen! Our classroom will soon look like a winter wonderland with all 

our snowy art. The focus of many of these lessons are the colors blue and white and circles as well. We will end the 

month transitioning into our “Bears” unit, which begins with making a large cave where our teddy bears will 

hibernate through the month of February! 

With the change in weather, I want to remind everyone to please bring in a warm change of clothes for your child to 

keep at school.  

The parent/teacher conference sign-up sheet is now available next to our attendance roster in our room. We will be 

conducting these throughout most of the month (January 13th- 31st). These are 15-minute visits where I am pleased 

and excited to share with you all the progress your little one is making in our class and with their peers!!! A quick 

reminder that Monday, January 20th is Martin Luther King, Jr. Day and Faith Preschool will be closed. Thank you all again 

for the wonderful Christmas goodies and gifts! HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
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Two Year Olds with Mrs. Pearson & Mrs. Van Iddekinge 

Welcome back to our school family.  We can’t wait to hear about all the excitement that was had over Christmas break! 

A special little angel arrived December 21, 2019 - Ashlyn Laura Arnold ️  Elliot is now a big brother!  She was 

greeted into their family by dad and mom, John and Laura Arnold and older siblings Caleb and Elise. Caleb and Elise are 

former Faith children.  We are so happy to welcome a new member to our school family.  May God shine His light on 

them. Many thanks and hugs for our delightful Christmas parties.  They were both perfect!  We’d like to thank all the 

parents and extended families for coming to our Christmas program.  The children were so proud of themselves and we 

were too.  All our love to Mrs. Kylie Cooke for leading and helping them be successful.  

In January we’re going to be exploring winter and winter animals.  We’re also going to learn about the zoo, so be 

prepared to hear a lot of unusual sounds and seeing some unusual animal actions from your little ones. 

Please remember to send in warm labeled coats for our playground time, it gets chilly in January. Conference time is in 

January (a letter went out in December), the conference sign-up sheet is right beside the sign-in sheet.  I’m looking 

forward to sharing your child’s progress and hearing you share about your special little one.  So grateful to be back and 

seeing your precious ones.  Happy 2020!  

 

 

Three Year Olds with Mrs. Williams & Ms. Fannin 

Welcome back and Happy 2020! We hope that everyone had a wonderful Holiday and that the children are glad to be 

back in school with all of their friends!  During the month of January we will be talking about the winter season and 

snow.  We will be learning about polar bears, penguins, orcas and other animals that live in the Arctic and how they 

survive in the bitter cold. We will discuss animals that hibernate and why they do.  The children will be painting 

with pop-poms and Q-tips during art making polar bears, snow men and winter scenes. 

We have been counting all year and now we will work on number identification and values of numbers 1 – 10. We have 

a cookie jar and every day we count how many cookies are in it, each of the cookies are numbered.  Later in the month 

we will play the “cookie game|” - each child gets a cookie and puts the right number in as we count up to 20.  This will 

help their number recognition in a very fun way! Keep your eye out for a conference sign-up sheet next week in our 

classroom.  It is just a 15 minute session to talk about your child’s progress and plans for next year (and how wonderful 

they are!)  

Don’t forget Martin Luther King Day is honored on Monday, January 20th and the school will be closed. Remember that 

we go out on the playground early so be sure to send a warm jacket for outside play.  Also, please send in a set of 

warm extra change of clothes to keep at school just in case. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Three Year Olds with Mrs. Durham & Mrs. Larkin 

The New Year finds our class exploring the winter weather along with bears and penguins. We will even have a teddy 

bear picnic as we wrap up our unit. This month we will focus on the colors blue (azul), and white (blanco). Our number 

for the month is 6 (seis), and our shape is a rectangle. 

 

We are tremendously thankful for our wonderful parents who helped make our Christmas special with all of the treats, 

gifts, and cards, and 

for the parents who helped to make our class party extra special. Thanks to Jennifer Swerdzewski (Sutton’s mom) who 

did a fun Christmas tree cooking project with the children as well! It was enjoyed by all! 

It’s hard to believe that the year is already half way over! The kids have learned so much and I can’t wait to share with 

you about just how amazing each one of them is doing, at our upcoming conference. Please be on the look out for the 

sign up sheet with the available times. Thanks for all you do! 

 

 

VPK with Mrs. Christiansen & Mrs. Williams 

Happy New Year! We hope you had a wonderful and restful holiday. We are eager to get back to the routine of school, 

being back with friends, and learning! For the month of January, we will focus on the New Year, weather, and the Solar 

System.  Our letters will be N, O, and P.  We will not have a letter of the week the last week of January as we will focus 

on a review and celebrate our 100th day!  I will be working on VPK assessments the week of  January 13th, followed by 

conferences the week of January 21st. We will post conference sign ups next to the sign in log.  It’s always exciting to 

share with you the growth of your child! Our class will have a pajama day on January 24th to celebrate P week, it should 

be loads of fun! As a reminder, there is NO school on Monday, January 20th in observance of Martin Luther King, Jr. day. 

Wishing you all a year filled with happiness and blessings!   

 

 

VPK with Mrs. Fannin & Mrs. Roberts 

Happy New Year 2020!  We are so glad to be returning to school and trust that all of our families had a wonderful and 

restful holiday! January finds us learning about Winter and Awesome Arctic Animals.  The children will be creating many 

creative and fun art projects while learning some fun & interesting facts about the animals that live in our Polar Region 

Letter Time finds us exploring the Letters M, N, O and P.  We are moving right along with our Alphabet! The children are 

progressing so well with their alphabet recognition and writing! Our VIP of the week starts this month, look for 

your special letter that explains this fun activity that makes your child feel so very special! 

As our conference time approaches, please take time to take a peek at the soon to be posted sheet and sign up for a 

time that is convenient for you.  Conferences will last about 15 minutes and we will discuss your child’s growth and 

progress this year!  We will also share important information concerning the VPK Benchmarks and Standards and 

address any Kindergarten questions that you may have, BUT - most importantly – tell you what wonderful children you 

have!! Happy January to all of our Faith families! 

 

 



 

 

VPK with Mrs. Mott-Smith & Mrs. Inserra 

Happy New Year! Always so good to be back after the holidays and see our friends. January is a busy month as we will 

have another VPK assessment and begin to schedule our formal conferences. NAEYC requires at least one of these, so 

please sign up for a time we can meet this month. It’s always a pleasure discuss your child’s progress and placement for 

kindergarten.  

This month our units are Winter, Weather, and the Family of the Sun, which is a study of our solar system. Our letters 

are J, K, L and M.  

Also, this may be a good time to change out your child’s change of clothes that we keep in the classroom for a warmer 

set. 

 

Kindergarten with Mrs. Hamrick & Mrs. McConnaughhay 

Happy New Year! We hope everyone had a great Christmas and a wonderful start to the New Year. Kindergarten 

will start the New Year by learning all about Penguins! We will be learning about different kinds of penguins, where they 

live, and what they eat.  We will be making lots of penguin crafts and a penguin book. We will end our unit on penguins 

with a Penguin play for all of our parents. We will present the play Friday, January 31st at 12:00. We look forward to 

seeing you there! 

We will also continue to work on our sight words, word families, and writing sentences. In Math, we will continue 

with addition and subtraction.  This month, we will also be getting ready to celebrate the 100th day of school on Tuesday, 

January 28th! The children are excited and will be learning how to count 100 items in several different ways! 

 

MUSIC with Mrs. Cooke  

Hello and Happy New Year Faith Families! 

I hope you've had a restful and joyous holiday break together. I am looking forward to seeing your children and hearing 

all about it!  

We will be busy from the get go briefly reviewing all we've learned in music and building on that foundation. The two 

and three year old classes will begin learning very basic patterns of sounds/notes through playing fun exaggerated 

instruments, and the VPK and kindergarten classes will take it a few steps further becoming more independent readers 

of music and note patterns as well! I am excited to see them shine as they learn new things and are challenged while 

doing so.  

We will be learning new songs and themes for our upcoming chapels as well. The first one this month will be on 

Wednesday, January 29th at 9:15. As always feel free to join us as we hear a message from God's word together and sing 

for Jesus. Have a great start back into routine! 

Kylie Cooke 

 

 



 

Mrs. Hamrick -January 7th 

Mrs. Williams-January 22nd 

Please make them feel special with a card, flower from your yard or gesture from your heart. 

 

 

January 6th-Preschool Board Meeting at 5:30 in the conference room 

January 13th-No Lunch Bunch-Staff Meeting 

January 21-24th-Registration begins for the 2020-21 school year 

January 29th-Chapel at 9:15 

February 12th & February 26th-Chapel 

February 28th-Parenting class begins at 9:00 in the preschool conference room 

 

Beverly Sims  

School Director 

Faith Preschool & Kindergarten 

2200 N. Meridian Road 

Tallahassee, Fl  32303 

(850) 385-0725 

Bev1236833@aol.com 

www.faithpreschooltally.org 
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