
 

 
October 2019                                               
Tisket N Taskets Newsletter                                              
 
Dear Parents, 
 
October is finally here and we are looking forward to the cooler weather. A special thanks to all 
of you for your never ending support and your partnership throughout the first couple of 
months of school. It is so affirming and helpful for our staff and children. 
 

A healthy self-esteem is one of the best qualities that we as teachers and parents can nurture in 
your child to help prepare him/her for school.  A good self-esteem and confidence will allow 
children to respect themselves and others. It gives them coping skills to accept when things go 
wrong and to think positively enough to try again.  
 
Here are some ways that you can help your child build and enjoy a healthy self-esteem. 
• Notice the effort. A young child who is still learning may need a lot of practice to get things 
right or to a place where he/she feels comfortable. But a simple comment such as, “Wow, you 
are working hard, or I can tell you almost got it,” can motivate him to keep trying. 
• Spending quality time with your children always builds confidence, and assures your child that 
they matter to us. Research shows that children love to spend quality time with their parents 
and families and thrive from the bond and connection from the family unit. 
• Try not to label your child. If he/she makes a mistake assure them that it is ok and encourage 
them to think through the situation and find simple problem solving ideas that will help them 
cope in times of uncertainty or conflict. When dealing with inappropriate behavior, talk about 
the behavior instead of the child, and explain how that behavior affects others. 
• Say “I love you” often. Show your love in words and actions. “You really helped! Thank you 
for picking up your toys.” Let’s sit down and read your favorite book together.”  Give 
unconditional love that let’s your child know you always love him/her even when the behavior is 
inappropriate. Reward good behavior by spending extra time. “You were quiet while Mommy 
talked on the telephone.” Now that I’m free let’s do something you would enjoy.” 
• Include your child in simple daily tasks. Let your child help bake cookies, rake leaves, feed the 
family pet, mop, sweep, set the table etc. whenever you can. This gives children a feeling of 
value/worth and meaning in the family and classroom.  
• Ask for God’s help in parenting. The relationships we build with our kids are the best 
guarantee that they’ll develop long- term faith. Being the best parent is not always easy, but 
God’s guidance can help. 
• Be positive when you offer suggestions. Criticism or nagging can build resentment and low 
self-esteem. Praise your child’s good behavior and find a balance between their strengths, 
weaknesses, and accomplishments and you’ll be on the way to a healthy self-esteem. Our 
parents do a fantastic job praising and working together with our students and teachers. We 
appreciate you! 
 
Happy Fall!  
 
Beverly Sims 
Preschool Director 

            



                     
God said,”Let your light shine, and this is the same God who made his light shine in our 

hearts.” 
2 Corinthians 4:6 

 

 
Dyren & daughter Emi stop to enjoy a glass of lemonade.  
 

      Song-Felicity sure loves her job! 
 
A special thanks to all of you for making the Homecoming week extra special. Your support is 
always appreciated and the fellowship is so much fun! Thank you to everyone for your support 
to the kindergarten class as they sold lemonade last week to raise money for breast cancer 
awareness. We raised approximately $300 to be given to the Joanna Frances Living Well fund. 
Thank you again for your support. 
 
 

Classroom News 

 
Mrs. Browning and Mrs Phillips Two Year Olds 
We had so much fun finishing out the month of September with our “Farm” unit. The children 
had a blast feeding animals in our sensory bin (which was full of oatmeal)! With Mrs. Phillips, 
we made farm animals using various art mediums. We learned about the colors and the feel of 
the animals, as well as the places different animals live and what they eat.  There are many 
exciting fingerplays and songs that incorporate animal noises, numbers and colors into the farm 
unit; the class favorite was “We’re on Our Way to Grandpa’s Farm”. 
We will begin October with our unit on “nocturnal animals”, followed by “shapes and 
Halloween”. With these units we get to scoop “spooky rice”, make salt dough Hedgehogs, use 
lots of glitter and play with pumpkin playdough and slime!!! We will visit the pumpkin patch on 
October 16th and 17th from 11-11:30am.  Parents are encouraged to come participate in the 
fun! Please bring in $2 so your child can bring a pumpkin home. The Halloween parades will be 
on October 30th and 31st at 9:00am. We can’t wait to dive into these units and have some 
Halloween Fun! 
 

 
 



Mrs. Pearson and Mrs. VanIddekinge Two Year Olds 
The children had a delightful time on the farm.  The children had the best imitations of 
farm animal sounds and they could even call up the pigs to come to their pens.  They 
especially had a good time finger painting pigs with chocolate pudding!  Their farm 
books have been sent home and they are proud to share them with you. 
Thank you parents for coming to our “Parent Night”!  It was an awesome night seeing 
you and sharing about your children’s school experience. 
October is an exciting month bringing us fall colors, pumpkins and 
Halloween.  Halloween has us exploring the difference between “real” and “make-
believe “. 
We are looking forward to our field trip to the “Pumpkin Patch”, October 16th & 
17th.  On both days the time is 11:30.  A letter has been sent out with details 
explaining our trip.  We have our costume parades October 30th and 32st.  Parents and 
extended family are encouraged to come watch our precious ones!  Thank you for 
being a part of our Faith family - Happy Fall! 

 
 
Mrs. Durham and Mrs. Larkin Three Year olds 
We are leaving summer, transportation, and community helpers behind, and looking 
ahead to autumn, and all it has to offer! This month we will be studying fall, apples, 
pumpkins, and Halloween! 
Thank you, to all of our volunteers who made September special! Audrey Jane’s mom, 
Julie, made precious bagel faces with us, and Sutton’s mom, Jennifer, came in to make 
firetruck snacks with the class, and everyone thought they were delicious! The children 
were delighted with a visit from a real fire truck and firefighters last week. We hope to 
have a few more special guests in the next couple of weeks as well. We appreciate all 
of our volunteers and community helpers! 
Be sure to ask your children about the number to call in an emergency. They should 
also be able to tell you what to do when their clothing catches on fire, as well as the 
names of some tools that doctors use. As a family, please take the time to talk about 
your safety plans, in case of an emergency! The children know just what to do when we 
have a fire drill at school, and we will be practicing for other emergencies as well! 
This month we will be focusing on the colors: orange (anaranjado), and black (negro), 
which should be easy to spot all around us! We will be learning about the number 3 
(tres), and exploring the shape of a triangle. 
October is a busy month filled with fun! We will visit the pumpkin patch on Monday, 
October 21st, at 9:30. Feel free to join us! The cost is $2, and each child will get to 
bring home a little pumpkin. We plan to decorate it in our classroom, so expect for it to 
come home ready for display on that Wednesday. The Halloween parade and party will 
take place on Wednesday, October 30th. The costume parade begins at 9:00, and the 
party will begin at 9:45. Please have your child wear his/her costume over their regular 
clothing, if possible, so that we can easily change following the parade. We are looking 
forward to a fabulous month! 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 

 
 
Mrs. Williams and Ms. Fannin Three Year Olds 
Although the first day of Autumn has officially come and gone – we are still holding out 
hope for cool, crisp fall weather ahead!  October is a busy month for us so you will 
want to add these dates on your calendar: 
Wednesday, October 9th – Individual picture day and Chapel at 9:10. 
Friday, October 11th – Pumpkin Patch field trip at 11:30 (All welcome to 
come!)  Monday, October 14th – Teacher Planning Day/No School 
Wednesday, October 30th – Halloween Parade and Party 
We will visit the pumpkin patch on Friday the 11th at 11:30. There will be a story time, 
a stroll through the pumpkin patch, and face painting.  Each child will receive a small 
pumpkin, so please send in $2 to cover that expense.  Please join us if you can. 
On Wednesday, the 30th, the Halloween parade will begin promptly at 9:00 around the 
gazebo.  Please have your child dressed and, in our classroom, ready to march at 8:45 
so you can get a prime photo location out in the courtyard. 
The fire department visited our school last week!  It was very exciting and the children 
have been learning what to do in case of an emergency.  The Leon County Paramedics 
will be visiting on Monday and they will also talk to us about what steps to take in an 
emergency. 
Our class is winding down our units on colors and the 5 senses.   We made the most 
beautiful and tasty rainbows out of Skittles and fruit loops!   We will begin our units this 
month on shapes, community helpers, pumpkins, and…. Halloween!   
  
Mrs. Fannin and Mrs. Roberts Four Year olds 
Happy October!  The calendar tells us that Fall is here and that Halloween is just 
around the corner.  However, we are still waiting and looking forward to having some 
nice cool mornings visit us very soon! The children have really enjoyed our “Letter 
Time” activities.  In September we focused on the letters – A and B.  We have learned 
many, many words that begin with each letter, have practiced writing the letters and 
have read alphabet books about each letter as well.  The children have found and have 
drawn some awesome pictures to put on their Pictionary pages and are so excited to 
share what they have done!  October will find us practicing our C, D, E, F and G 
letters.  The children have been so excited to share their homework activities with us 
each week – thank you for encouraging them to complete the letter activities by 
Friday!  
October brings many wonderful and fun Fall/Pumpkin art projects to our 
classroom.   We may even have pumpkins, bats, spiders and even a few goblins stop by 
for a visit as well.  Our visit to the Pumpkin Patch is scheduled for Friday, October 25th 
at 9:30am.  We will send more information later on our Pumpkin Patch visit and our 
Costume Parade and Party that comes at the end of the month. 
Have a wonderful October and as always thank you for sharing your sweet little goblins 
with us! 
 

 

 
 

 
 



Mrs. Mott-Smith and Mrs. Inserra Four Year Olds 
Happy Fall, ya’ll! From the looks of our classroom, the season has changed with glowing 
warm colors of orange, yellow and red. Our fall leaves and trees are wishful thinking. 
We’ve worked hard to keep water on our thirsty garden. This can also be used as a life 
lesson and we adapt. The children are so good about bringing their water bottles to 
school and learning the importance of staying hydrated.  Thank you for continuing to 
dress them appropriately for these hot days. Our focus on Community Helpers was 
highlighted by a visit from the Firefighters and their lovely truck. Everyone was even 
brave enough to take a tour of the cab. Knowing the “safe way” and learning the 
dangers of fire are worth discussing with your young ones. We had some fun with Stop! 
Drop! and Roll! Brown week was brought to life with a visit from John’s chicken. We 
were hoping a brown egg would appear, but this sweet hen held her composure with 
many little hands wanting to pet her. Thank you Coker family! Finger painting and 
licking was also a part of brown week as we mixed up the chocolate pudding. They all 
promised they would remember the difference the next time brown paint was provided. 
A big thank you to Whalen’s mom, Kim Katzenback, for reading some of our favorite 
books and authors. Parents and grandparents are always welcome to come and read to 
us! We are really good listeners! 
Our units for October are Community Helpers, Transportation, Spiders and Scarecrows, 
and Halloween. Our last color is black, so begin watching for our Brown Bear books to 
come home. We’ve worked diligently on these since the first week of school. They can 
read it to you!  We now shift to Letter Time, so sharing days will now be focusing on 
the Letter of the Week. They may need some help from you, but a lot of learning will 
happen as you help your child decide on something that has the correct letter. Our 
letters this month are  A, B and C. Try to learn the chant and finger spelling with your 
child each week! Our Pumpkin Patch visit is on Friday October 25 from 9:30-10:00. 
Parents are welcome to join us. The class is trying to earn their $2 fare to the patch, so 
you might get a little fall cleaning out of this!  Our costume parade will be Wednesday 
October 30th at 9 o’clock with our Halloween party on the 31st at 10:20. 
 

 
Mrs. Christiansen and Mrs. Williams Four Year Olds 
Happy Fall! Thank you for joining us for Parent Night, it was wonderful to get to know 
each other more and share with you all the wonderful things that happen in our 
classroom. We have settled in to a nice routine and your children are doing a great job! 
We continue to be aware of using kind words and the importance of being a good 
friend to others. Snack time is the favorite time of day for your children, thank you for 
remembering to pack healthy snacks and water. 
We will be busy in October and look forward to seeing our Dad’s on October 10th for 
Donuts for Dads at 8:45. The children have been working on some special things, you 
won’t want to miss!  We have begun our alphabet and will continue the month with 
letters D, E, F, and G.  Our units of study are Dads, Community Helpers, and 
Halloween.  our visit to the pumpkin patch is on Oct. 18th at 11:00. Please send in 
$2.00, we are encouraging your children to earn the money with some extra chores or 
help around the house! Our school wide costume parade is October 30th at 9:00. 
Please send in a change of clothes for afterwards. Our class Halloween party will be on 
October 31st at 10:30.  
 

 
 



Mrs. Hamrick and Mrs. McConnaughhay Kindergarten 
We had so much fun learning about the Rainforest and turning our classroom into a 
rainforest with jaguars, toucans, sloths, and red-eyed tree frogs! The children have 
continued to learn and work on new sight words and all about the numbers 1-20. In 
October, we will be learning about fall, pumpkins, and community helpers. We will 
carve, investigate and learn all about the parts of a pumpkin. We will also have special 
visitors from our community come visit us to tell us about the role they play in our 
community. At the end of the month, we will visit the Faith pumpkin patch and have 
our costume parade. We hope you can join us for some of these exciting events!   
 

 
Lieutenant Cosper & son, Mason teaching about safety to our Kindeergartners! 

 
 
Music with Mrs. Cooke 
Our first full month of school was very busy in music as we continued to learn new 
songs, music terms, and explore with new instruments.  
Our twos and threes have worked hard on following directions with these instruments 
as we've played them fast and slow, loud and quiet, and copied basic rhythmic 
patterns. Our VPK and Kindergarten students are diving deeper into our music terms 
and have learned all about rhythm, pitch, tempo, and now dynamic! As we approach 
the fall holidays we'll sing and play to familiar songs to use our imaginations and 
celebrate together. Please join us for our two chapels this month, Wednesday October 
9th and Wednesday October 23rd in the Sanctuary. It was so great to see them shine 
on stage during our Preschool Sunday if you were able to make it! Before we know it 
they'll be up there again for our Christmas programs! But we'll enjoy the pumpkins and 
Halloween songs for now. 
As always it's a joy to work with your children every day, and feel free to stop by my 
classroom any time! 

 
 

Charleston Wrap Fundraiser  
 
Thank you to all who participated in our Charleston Wrap fundraiser.  The items should 
arrive at the school by the end of October for your pickup.  
 

 
 



 
 
 
Faith Presbyterian Church News: 
 
It’s pumpkin time at Faith!  
So many exciting things happening this month! 
Please check out our website for more details. www.faithpcusa.org  
 

 
Wednesday, October 9th: 1st pumpkin delivery. We need extra hands to help unload 
the pumpkins off the truck. Dinner in Fellowship Hall at 5.  

 
October 11th starts our Story Time Field Trips in the patch. If you have any time 
available to help with face painting, reading or patch touring for preschool classes from 
around Tallahassee and neighboring towns please consider signing up here 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090449aba72ea57-story1  

 
Sunday, October 20th we are having a 3 year old bible workshop. 3 year olds and their 
parents are invited to a workshop to experience their new bibles and learn some skills 
on how to use and love them. Then at the 10:30am worship service, they will be given 
their bibles in front of the congregation.  
This is an exciting and important milestone of our faith families.  
Please RSVP to Mary mary@faithpcusa.org by Wednesday, October 9th to make sure 
there are enough bibles ordered.  
Friday, October 25th is our annual Trunk or Treat. 5:30-7pm.  
More details here https://www.faithpcusa.org/pumpkins/ 
Praying your children are having a great start to their school year!  
I love getting to see them in the halls and during chapel.  
 
Peace, 
Mary Steen 
Director of Christian Education for Children Faith Presbyterian Church   
850-385-0725 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.faithpcusa.org/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090449aba72ea57-story1
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https://www.faithpcusa.org/pumpkins/


 
 

Dates to Remember: 
Wednesday, October 9  Chapel in church sanctuary 9:15 
Friday, October 11, 18, 25 Spooky Movies in the Patch   
Monday, October 14 Teacher Planning Day No School 
Wednesday, October 23  Chapel in church sanctuary 9:15 
Friday, October 25 Trunk-or-Treat 5:30-7 pm 
Thursday & Friday, October 30 and 31 Preschool Halloween Parades 9:00 
Monday, November 4 Staff Meeting No Lunch Bunch 
Wednesday, November 6  Chapel in church sanctuary 9:15 
Monday, November 11  Veterans Day Holiday No School 
Tuesday, November 19  Kindergarten Feast Fellowship Hall 
Wednesday, November 20  Chapel in church sanctuary 9:15 
Monday – Friday, November 25-29 Thanksgiving Holidays No School 

 
                                                               

 
Beverly Sims October 24 

Please remember Mrs. Sims on her birthday with a home-made card or flower 
from your yard. 
 
 

 

HAPPY FALL! 

 
Beverly Sims  

School Director 
Faith Preschool & Kindergarten 
2200 N. Meridian Road 

Tallahassee, Fl  32303 
(850) 385-0725 

Bev1236833@aol.com 
www.faithpreschooltally.org 

mailto:Bev1236833@aol.com
http://www.faithpreschooltally.org/

